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The behaviors described today reflect the dog’s responses in an Animal Care Center environment and during assessment . A 

dog's behavior in an Animal Care Center may differ significantly from how they behave in a home. Stress, confinement, and 

unfamiliar surroundings can cause dogs to act out—or suppress behaviors that may emerge later . A dog's behavior may 

change based on surroundings, training, medical, socialization, and life experiences.

Goober A5774365 (Intact) was at the front of the kennel with a relaxed demeanor, wagging his tail softly upon the runner’s 

arrival. He was easily leashed and exited the kennel on his own. Goober proceeded to lead the way to the catch pen with a 

moderate pull on the leash, bypassing his neighboring kennels. Once inside the catch pen, firm control was required to keep 

him still for collar and leash placement. Goober was allowed into the yard, where he exchanged greetings with some of the 

dogs, displaying a slightly tense posture. However, as the interactions continued his body relaxed, appearing confident in 

their presence. Goober eventually joined some of the dogs who were engaging in chase play. He took breaks at times to 

solicit affection from the handlers. Goober’s demeanor changed when he was approached assertively by one of the male 

dogs, responding confrontationally, though they were easily steered away from each other. For the remainder of the session, 

he maintained a social demeanor with everyone in the yard. Once the session concluded, he was returned to his kennel 

without issue. Goober could benefit from continued socialization in a yard with active dogs, as this may further develop his 

social skills.
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