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“The behaviors described today reflect the dog’s responses in an Animal Care Center environment and during assessment . A 

dog's behavior in an Animal Care Center may differ significantly from how they behave in a home. Stress, confinement, and 

unfamiliar surroundings can cause dogs to act out or suppress behaviors that may emerge later . A dog's behavior may change 

based on surroundings, training, medical, socialization, and life experiences.”

Blake ran to the other side of the kennel when the handler approached. The handler closed the divider, and walked to other 

side of the kennel. Blake stayed at the back of the kennel with a slightly tense body, wide eyes, a closed mouth, ears back, 

and a low tail with a soft wag. The handler stepped into the kennel and knelt a few feet away from him. Blake slowly 

approached with coaxing, and allowed the handler to pet him while the handler slipped the leash over his head. He did not 

want to walk, but allowed the handler to pick him up and carry him to the yard. Once in the yard, he raced around with a 

relaxed body, soft eyes, an open mouth, and a loose tail wag. He jumped on the handler excitedly, and tried to play with the 

other small dog in the yard. He had a silly, energetic puppy demeanor. He allowed the handler to pet his whole body with no 

issues, and continued to solicit petting once the assessment was over. He walked back to the kennel with some coaxing.
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